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- SERMON, _ =. 

By HOSEA BALLOU. oy 

The evils of striving against the government of 
God. 








Tuxr.— Woe unio him that striveth against his 
Maker.” —Isuiah xiv. 9. 

Our religious opposers often accuse us of selec- | 
ting those passages which speak of the divine}. 


es goodness, of the extensiveness of salvation, and of | | 
ad its ultimate success in bringing all men to ‘the en- 
till joyment of holiness and happiness ; while withe- 
qual caution we avoid speaking of such portions 
od of the divine testimony as contain expressions of 
rae wrath against the wicked, of the woes which a- 
et- M@ wait transgressors, and the final condemnation 
in, of the impenitent. For doing thus we are not on- 
id- ly blamed, but solemnly admonished. 
2 Although it is natural for the accused to en- 
ng deavor to justify themselves, we are not entirely 


he Mconfident that nq degree of blame attaches to our 
he @ manner of preaching, relative to the subject of the 
before mentioned accusation. 


. 


It is not very un- 


r. likely that we are in default, in not enforcing the 
in divine threatenings, so much as their truly and 
in awful importance demands. Yet, if our accu- 
ly sers will be candid, we think our wrong is, at 
i least, partly extenuated by a fault of their own, 


which has been the cause of it. We certainly 
have never evaded the enforcement of the divine 
threatenings, with more caution, than they have 
observed in neglecting the gracious and precious 
promises of God’s favor to sinners of our race. 

It is, moreover, a fact, which merits attention, 

that their long established habit of selecting 
every threatening, which they could find in the 
scriptures, and every passage, which they could 
explain into a threatening, as a foundation on 
which they have raised that tremendous edifice, 
which they call damnation, was long since the 
approximate cause that induced us to search the 
scriptures, that we might ascertain whether they 
did not contain something more honorable to our 
Creator, and more consoling to man, than had 
been usually held forth to the people. Compell- 
ed as we were by such means to search for the 
great and precious promises of divine favor, who 
ean wonder that their multiplicity and abundant 
riches should absorb our minds, and prompt us to 
bestow that labor in setting them forth to the peo- 
ple, which had been carefully and studiously with- 
held, by those whose labors had so long been de- 
voted to explain and enforce scripture threaten- 
ings infinitely begond not only the utmost reach 
of their own proper meaning, but even beyond 


the reach of the divine goodness. 


=. 
pHthe, desigs 


cepted as some apology for our not sufficiently 
attending to the woes and threatenings recorded 
in the faithful word, we shall prgeed, faithfoll 
to portray the woe pronounced Mf our text, 
to cause its desired influence to 
salutary and profitable manner. 
can advance to a correct and ¢ 
nature and extent of this woe 
survey of the goodness of God | 
tures, which 1s the first general 
text suggests to the observing mil 
If the question be asked, how our text brings 
this momentous subject into view? we auswer: 
signs and economy of our Creator were 
inimical to us, if they were not directed for our 
benefit, the only way by which we could serve 
our own interest, omote our happiness, 






ject, that our 


would be to oppose our Creater’s designs and |i 


means. 

This subject may be illustrated by the follo 
\ing suppositions. "The parent of a family of chil: 
i dren, having-no regard for the welfare of his off- 


arranger 


spring, is whole economy in respect to 
them, in such pe manner as to deprive them of all 
enjoyment, and to subject them to the most se- 


vere slavery and even sufferi for the purpose 
of indulging himself in voluptuousness. “In such 
a case, should those unhappy children fully ac- 
quiesce in thé designs and schemes of their cruel 
parent, they Would thereby ote their own 
wretchedness,“and give seal to the means 
which were employed to render them miserable. 
Under such ciroumstances; ¥teagalia™) by 
which they could be benefici selves, 
would conflict with the unmerciful purposes of 
their heartless father. And ifthey could succeed 
in circumventing his schemes, they might thereby 
subserve their own interest ; and in place of bring- 
ing on them a woe, might avert :t. 


But let us reverse our supposition. A kind 
and loving futher, having no designs, respecting 
his children, but such as embrace their best inter- 
est and happiness, imposes no duties, no services, 
no restraints but such as'he knows are indispen- 
sable for the purpose of promoting their felicity, 
and of rendering them as biest as _ possible. in 
this case, should any or all of these children be 
so blind as not to understand that their happiness 
was the end of their father’s law, and the sure re- 
sult of obedience to the requirements ; should they 
erroneously believe, that disobedience would pro- 
cure their enjoyment ; and, in consequence ofthis 
mistake, should proceed to strive with their kind 
and provident father, how evident it is that this 
strife would bring them woe. ! 

By the light reflected from the foregoing sup- 
positions we clearly discern the goodness of our 
Creator set forth in our text. And it appears to 
be evident, that in order to have a full and cor- 
rect view of the woe, which striving with our 
Maker brings upon us, we must at the same 
time have a clear and open view of the divine 
goodness, against which our strife has'been pre- 
posterously directed. 

By refering to the divine requirements, we not 
only confirm what we have already advanced, 
but we bring our leading and major subject more 













God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind. his is the first and greatest 
commandments Aud the second is like: unto it 
thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these 
two commandments hang all theJaw and the 
prophets.” Let us carefully inquire what the 
command to: loye God with all the heart, and with 
all the soul, and with all the mind implies, res- 
pecting the divine goodness? 1 It imphes that 
there is no quality or attribuie in God that is not 
lovely in its mature. For it wot upreasona- 
ble to require us:to love that whieh i8 not lovely. 
—2 It implies that, in relation to us, God 1s as 
Food in all respects, as we could possibly desire 
im to be, on a full discovery of his character. 
Por if by a truegKuowledgement of the divine at- 
appear that any thing is want- 
s which should in the least ad- 
enjoyments, it would be im- 
possible for love him to the extent of the 
requirement. lf we should discover any want of 
wisdom to contrive dnd plan for our best good, 
or any want of will to do so, or any want of pow- 
er to carry into effect such a will, there would 
exist in us a corresponding defect of the love re- 
quired. And it wonld be equally as impossible 
for us to supply such defect in our love, as it 
would be unreasonable and arbitrary to require 
us todo it. 3 The requirement, under ccnsider- 
ation, implies that our Creator loves us with all 
his heart and mind. .F6r he could not, with the 
least propriety, require us to love him without a- 
ny reservation, ifa reservation existed in his love 
toward us,—Nothing -but love cam require Jove, 
nor can it ask for more than it gives. Any one 
may test the soundness of this reasoning by the 
exercises of his own affections. if you diskke 
your neighbor, and harbor enmity in your heart 
against him, you have no desire that the neighbor 
you hate should love you, and seek to do you 
good. Should he do so, and succeed in convin 
cing you of the fact, you would find all your in- 
imical designs frustrated, your enmity removed, 
and your hard heart dissolved inte contrition. 

By again recurring to the divine commands, 
we shall be further confirmed in our arguments, 
in favor of the fullagss of our Maker's goodness. 
If what out Creator required of us were irksome 
to perform ; if it gave us distress and pain to yield 
obedience ; if the yoke were ponderous, and the 
burden heavy,.we might rightly infer, that our 
happiness was not the design of the requirement. 
But we find, on the most careful examination, 
that if the Creator had no other end to uccom- 
plish than to raise our felieity to the highest pos- 
sible point, noumeans Wi be ,better suited to 
such a purpose than obedience to the two com- 
mandments, on which hang all the law and the 
prophets. 

If we keep the goodness of our Creator in con- 
stant view, as that goodness is manifested in his 
requirements, we shall at once understand what 
it is which constituted a strife with our Maker: 
and likewise the nature and extent of the woe 
which such strife is likely to bring upon us, 

To strive with our Maker is to strive against 
goodness itself; it is to strive against our own 







vance our 








Hoping that the foregoing remarks will be ac- 









clearly into view. ‘’Thou shalt love the Lord thy 


happiness ; it is to hate that which i is infinitely 
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lovely ; it is to oppose the means which are de- 


signed to make us blest. In short, it is to hate 
God and our fellow creatures. As our highest 
happiness consists in loving God with all our 
hearts, and our neighbors as ourselves; so our 
unhappiness must always correspond with our 
short coming of this duty ; and the severity of the 
woe, which our strife procures, will be heavy or 
light, as the heat of our strife shall wax, or wane. 

We now have our subject in such a shape that 
we may easily illustrate it by referring to instan- 
ces recorded in the scriptures. 

{n kindness to the family of the patriarch Ja 
cob, God designed that Joseph’s brethren and the 
whole family should become dependant on him. 
This purpose he revealed in those wonderful and 
significant dreams, which being related, stung 
those brethren with envy, and raised in them a 
strife against their Maker. That. which God 
designed foxhieir temporal salvation, they, in 
their ignoranee and wrath, were determined to 
prevent. As their strife was against the good- 
ness of God, so it led them on to violate his di- 
vine command, which required them to love 
their brother ; and their acts tov j 
less violence, brought them @ 
trouble, which exactly corr 
mugnitude and intenseness of 
God and their brethren. 

Pharaoh, king of Egypt, because he neither 
loved God nor his neighbors, strove with his Ma- 
ker, oppressed the Israelites with cruel servitude 
and barbarous edicts, by which he brought on 
himself and on his people woes which correspon- 
ded with the heinous character of the strife in 
which he engaged. Had he loved his Maker 
with all his heart, he would have obeyed his com- 
mand to let his people go; or had he loved that 
people as he loved himself, he would not have 
aflicted them with cruel boudage and merciless 
edicts, 

David, king of Israel, forgetful of the good- 
ness of God, and regardless.of the command to 
love his neighbor as himself, strove against that 
benign law which requires of all men to do un- 
to others as they would be done unto, ard in his 
strife com.nitted crimes most heinous in the 
sight of God and man, by which he brought on 
himself woes of a character perfectly suited to 
to the nature of his strife which procured them. 

Absalom, the son of David, so departed from 
the law of love, that he strove against God, hated 
his father, and raised a conspiracy and a rebell- 
ion, which, for a season, drove his father from 
Jerusalem, and from hisbeloved Zion. But this 
strife gathered a woful storm@of disastrous war, 






fe against 


which burst upon him, and on his deluded fol-| 


lowers, in the wood of Ephraim, where he lost 
his life, and where twenty thousand of Israel 
found their graves. 

Look at Abimelech, who in murderous strife 
slew his brethren, three score and ten persons, 
at Ophia, that he might quietly and prosperously 
reign over the Shechemiges. In thus doing he 
strove with his Maker; h@strampled the law of 


God beneath his feet, which were swift to shed | 


blood. The Shechemites also were his partners 
in blood and guilt. But who can strive with 
their Maker and prosper? A fire came out trom 
Abimelech and devoured the men of Shechem, 
ard the honse of Millo; and a fire came out from 
the men of Shechem, and from the house of Mil- 
je and devoured Abimelech. “Thus God ren- 
dered the wickedness of Abimelech, which he 


did God upon their beads: And upon 


rse of Jothat, the son of Jer- 








and clearly from whence the woe comes, 
which is sure’to fall on him who striveth with 
his Maker. It is true that the scripture informs 


us that God “rendered,” &c. but where did the 
fire come from that devoured the men of Shech- 
em and the house of Millo? It came out from 
Abimelech. here did the fire come from that 
oured A lech? It came out from the 
of Shechem and the house of Millo.” It is 
trl that our Maker renders to every one_accor- 
ding to his ; but this he does in the econo- 
my which stablished in the laws of nature, 
according t ich ‘men give into your bosom 
the same measure that ye mete.’ 

Assisted by his wife Jezebe!, who was as im- 
pious and artful in contriving a wicked strife a- 
gainst God,as he was willing to follow the bloody 
devices, Ahab, King of Israel, involved himself 
in a course of wicked abominations, which 
brought on him and Jezebel the woe pronounced 
by the prophet Elijah, whieh gave his “bleod to 
the dogs, in the place wh@re he slew his neigh- 
bor ; and the body of Jezebel to the dogs, by the 
j@ell Jezreel.” Such measure as they meted, 
men rendered into their bosoms. 

The vehement and memorable strife that Ha- 
man raised against the divine command, which 
required him to love his neighbor as himself, and 
which hurried him on in bis wicked and bloody 
purpose to destroyall the Jews, that he might 
satiate the maliciots revenge which rankled in 
his corrupt heart against Mordecai, who sat in 
the King’s gate, brought upon his head an exem- 
plary woe, whichshould serve as an awful ad- 
monition to det@# us from engagimg in a like 
conflict. Even" béfore he became in the least 
apprehensive r thewsafety of bis own life, and 
while h ve could boast of his vast riche. 
es, his numerous family, the confidence of his 
majesty the King, and even that of the Queen, 
so heavy was woe resting on him, that he told his 
friends and Zeresh his wife, “all this availeth 
me nothing so long as I see Mordecai the Jew 
sitting at the King’s gate.” So true is it, that 
there is no peace to the wicked ; that even while 
strife against our Maker seems to be in flatter- 
ing success, deadly woe cankers and corrodes 
all our pleasures, and throws a portentous gloom 
over future prospects. But Haman’s strife a- 
gainst his Maker raised a gallows for his own 
/neck, fifty cubits high, where it terminated his 
| miserable life. 

Another truly awful instance of strife against 
,our Maker, we find in the enmity of the religious 
| Jews against Jesus and his gospel. The Scribes 
|and Pharisees, the doctors of the law, with the 
| whole estate of the elders, and the high priest at 
their head, were deeply engaged in this most 
icruel strife. ‘They saw in Jesus, a friend to pub- 
|licans and sinners; they heard his gracious words 
‘of pardoning mercy; they saw vast multitudes 
following him, who had never conformed to their 
traditions; alf this kindled in their hearts the 
fire of jealousy, envy and hatred, which were 
all blown to a flame, by such faithful reproofs as 
we find recorded in that last address, which Je- 
sus delivered in the temple, to his moral foes, 
“Woe unto ye Scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites,” is many times repeated in one chapter ; 











did unto his father, in slaying his seventy breth- 
ren, And all the evil of the men of Shechem| 


and the abominations which those hypoerites 
practiced are stated in direct charges against 


that we rightly understand, 
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heaven against men; for ye neither go in’ your- 
selves, neither suffer ye them that are eiitering 
to go in.—Ye devour widows’ houses, and-for a 
pretence make long prayers: therefure ye shal! 
receive the greater damnotion.—Ye  courpass 
sea and land to make one proselyte; and whey 
he is made, ye make him twofold more the jchil¢ 
of hell than yourselves.—Ye pay tithe of mim, 
and anise, and cummin, and have omitted the 
weightier matters of the law, judgment, mer- 
cy, and faith : these ought ye to have done, and 
not to leave the others undone.—Ye make cleay 
the outside of the cup and platter, but within they 
are full of extortion and excess.—Ye are like 
unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear 
beautiful outward,but are within full of dead mens 
bones and of all uncleanness. Even so ye also 
outwardly appear @ighteous unto men, but with- 
in ye arefall of hypocrisy and iniquity.” These. 
and other like‘ charges the faithful and true 
witngs brougly against the enemies of this bles- 
sé Pel, Who “went on in their strife against 
their Maker, untill they imbrued their hands in 
the blood of Jesus, and in the blood of his disei- 
ples, filling up the measure of their fathers, and 
preparing themselves for the woes which soon 
came upon them, in the dire destruction of their 
city and temple, in the slaughter of many mill- 
ions of the Jews, and the final dispersion of that 
ancient people. So violent, so perversely wick- 
ed, was the strife in which the enemies of Jesus 
were engaged, and so truly awful were the woes 
while he saw gathering like a dark cloud, over 
Jerusalem, that he wept over the city, saying “If 
thou hadst known, even thou, in this thy day, the 
things whieh belong unto thy peace ! but now they 
are hid from thine eyes. For the days shall 
come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast 
atrench about thee, and compass thee round, 
and keep thee in on every side, and shall lay 
thee even with the ground, and thy children 
within thee : and they shall not leave in thee 
one stone upon another ; because thou knowest 
not the time of thy visitation.” 
It is atruth, which we ought always to keep 
in view, that the woes which striving against our 
ker is sure to bring upon us, are those of our 
own procuring ; they consist in wrath, which we, 
according to the hardness of our hearts, treasure 
up to ourselves,against the day of wrath. It is our 
wicked hearts and polluted hands which are em- 
ployed in surcharging, with vengeance, the dense 
cloud which must burst on our heads. Jesus and 
all his saints may weep over us, they may pity 
our madness and our strife with our Maker, but 
the woe must come. God isa fountain of living 
waters ; andif we strive against them and) for- 
sake them, these waters do not pursue us with 
drought and parch our lips with thirst ; but we 
hew out to ourselves cisterns, broken cisterns. 
that can hold no water. 
These truths Jesus very clearly set forth in 
that beautiful, and well adjusted, and properly 
applied parable of the two sons. On the one 
hand, there was a multitude of publicans and 
sinners, who seemed to come to him xs lost sheep 
to a shepherd, or as a prodigal child to a com- 
passionate father ; on the other hand_ stood {the 
Pharisees and Scribes, murmuring, and accusing 
him of receiving sinners and eating with them. 
In his reply, Jesus represented the humble, 
penitent publicans and sinners by the younger 
son, who having obtained his patrimony, left his 
father ; and soon spent his subst&nce in riotous 
living. In his poverty he endeayored to supply 








them ; as follows: ‘Ye shut up the kingdom of 
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Dat after all his fruitless endeavors, he found him- 


self perishing with huager. In this forlorn con- 
dition he exclaimed, “how many hired servants 
are there in my father’s house, who have bread 
enough andj to spare, and | perish with bun- 
ger.” He now’ comes to the resolution to go 
home to his father, humble and contrite. He 
goes; his father receives him kindly, clothes him 
in the hest robe, puts shoes on his feet, a ring on 
his hand, kills the fatted calf, orders music and 
dancing, saying, “this my son was dead and is 
alive again; he was lost and is found.” The 
Pharisees and Scribes,who murmured because he 
received sinners, Jesus represented by the elder 
son, in the following words: ‘Now, his elder son 
was in the field; and, as he came, and drew nigh 
to the house, he heard music and dancing.—And 
he called one of the servants, and asked him 
what these things meant? And he said unto 
him thy brother is come; and thy father hath 
killed the fatted calf, because he hath received 
him safe and sound. And he was angry, and 
would not go in: therefore came his father out; 
and entreated him. And he, answering, said to 
his father, Lo these many years do I serve thee ; 
neither transgressed [ at any time thy command- 
ment ; and thou never gavest ‘me a kid, that I 
might make merry with my friends; but as soon 
as this thy son was come, which hath devoured 
thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for him 
the fatted calf. And he said unto him, son thou 
art ever with me, and all that [have is thine. 
It was meet that we should make merry and be 
glad ; for this thy brother was dead, and is alive 
again ; and was lost, and is found.” 

In the parable now under consideration, we 
find two instances which represents two sorts of 
strife against our Maker ; and the woes which be- 
long to them, respecttively, are clearly set forth. 
All the time, in which the prodigal was wasting 
his gstate, he was striving against all the wise and 
salutary counsels and advice which a prudent and 
experienced father had given him. The father 
did not pursue his wicked son in wrath and indig- 
nation; he did not send after him @ minister of 
vengeance to torment him. The father’s heart 


‘was all the time full of pity, and his compassion 


was ready to receive him, on his return. When 
and where, let us ask, did the prodigal meet the 
woe, which our text denounces against him who 
striveth with his Maker? See the wretch, yon- 
der, among swine ! fain would he satisfy the cra- 
vings of hunger with the husks which the unclean 
swine eat; but no man giveth unto him. This is 
truly a woful case; but his own folly has brought 
iton him ; nor can a father’s pity prevent the di- 
vine calumnity so long as the son maintains his 
strife against him. 

In this woful case of the prodigal, the impious, 
the profane, the immoral among men, have a 
mirror presented to their eyes, in which they may 
see themselves, and clearly discover the.sure con- 
sequences, which must attend a life of disobedi- 
ence to the commandments of God. 

On the other hand, the question occurs, when 
and where did the elder son meet the woe ; which 
his striving with his father procured for him? 
Look atthe circumstances set forth in the para- 
ble. In his own house is his father, his brother, 
and the rest of the family. The fatted calf is 
dressed, and feasting and joyful merriment are 
there. _ But where is he? Is he among the hap- 
py ones ? is he shouting for joy that his brother is 
alive and at home? does he thank his father for 
his kindness to his long lost brother? No, he is 
‘arery ; he will not go into his own house; he 





stands without, and debars himself from the; 


sweetest enjoyments, Does the father raise a- 
gainst this angry son a glittering sword of ven- 
geance ? does his brow knit into wrath against 
his unhappy child? No ; but he goes out to him 
with all the kindness of am affectionate father, 
and estreats him to come in. 

In this instance of woful infelicity, the self righ- 
teous, who justify themselves and despise others, 
have a true mirror placed before them, in which 
they may trace every feature in their character. 
They are eonfident, as was the elder son, that 
they serve God faithfully. And they are also 
equally confident that they do net now receive a 
due reccompense for their hard services. They 
are sure if God should show fav@rte those whong 
they call sinners, and whom despise, he 
would be unjust. And they even say, if sinners 
are received to divine favor, they @Mesire not to 
bear them cempany. Thus they} as did the 
Pharisee of old, strive with their Maker, despise 
the riches of his goodness, and forbearance, and 
long-suffering ; not knowing the goodness of God 
leadeth to repentance. But after their hardness 
and :mpenitent hearts, treasure up to themselves 
wrath, against the day of wrath. Like the an- 
cient Pharisees, they are willing to compass sea 
and land to make proselytes; but this on condi- 
tion, that when proselytes are made, they must 
be two fold more the children of hell than them- 
selves. For a pretence, they make long prayers ; 
but this is to cover their wickedness in devouring 
widow’s houses. 

The enemies of Jesus neyer strove with a 
more determined zeal against him and his doc- 
trine of universal, impartial goodness, than do 
the enemies of the same doctrine in our times. 
Let us look at an instance. A believer in this 
heart cheering doctrine brings to its opposers the 
testimony of St. Paul to Timothy; God “will 
have all men to be saved, and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth.” ‘This précious declar- 
ation, with a multitude of others of like import, 
presents a fountain of living waters to the joyful 
eyes of the humble believer in. Jesuse~By this 
open fountain he stands, and cries in the Jan- 
guage of God’s ancient prophet, ‘Ho every one 
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that 
hath no money; come ye, buy and eat; yea, 
come, buy wine and milk without money and with- 
out price. Wherefore do ye spend money for that 
which is not bread ? and your labor for that which 
satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and 
eat ye that which is good, and let your soul de- 
light itself in fatness. Inchne your ear, and 
come unto me; hear, and your soul shall live.” 
Now commences a most determined strife with 
the plain and clear sense of God’s word. The 
opposer first attacks the passage by contending 
that God has two wills, one his secret will of de- 
cree, the other his revealed will; and though he 
has revealed his will, that all men should ftnally 
obtain salvation, he has decreed that a part only 
should be saved. We have neither time nor oc- 
casion to show the impropriety of such reason- 
ing ; what we wish now to bring into view is the 
woe, which the opposer of God’s word procures 
for himself, by thus striving against it. What 
has he effected by this violent struggle? He has 
forsaken this fountain of living waters, and hewn 
outa cistern that can hold no water. Let him 
retire with his own explanation of the text, and 
when alone, let him seek consolation to his own 
heart from the passage, with which he has used 
such freedom. Can he find any? No, his cistern 
is a broken one ; it holds no water. According 





to his own explanation, he has no assurance that 
his Creator has not decreed his everlasting eon- 
demnation. In such a belief we find many un- 
happy, disconsolate sufferers, struggling under 
the weight ofsinking despair, destitute of any 
solid hope in divine favor. 

Another opposer of divine truth will strive with 

his Maker’s word, by contending that the text, 
under consideration, only- expresses God’s will- 
ingness that all men should he saved, not mean- 
ing that it is really his will to effect it. He will 
allow that God is willing that all men should be 
saved, if they will comply with the conditions of 
salvation. Here is another way to hew out 2 
broken cistern. And we see thousands mourn- 
ing over their imperfections, and trembling with 
fearful apprehensions that they may not have 
complied with the cunditions on which depends 
their everlasting interest. Now it is not for the 
purpose of bringing such woes on themselves, 
that they thus strive against the gracious declar- 
ations of divine truth, but because they love not 
their neighbors as they love themselves. All this 
strife is designed to exclude some of their fellow 
creatures from those heavenly enjoyments which 
they would be glad to make their own. But by 
excluding others, they cut off their own confi- 
dence, an ure for themselves that woful 
desponden ae is the natural and necessary 
consequence"! #heir strife. We might go on 
and instance many declarations of God’s univer- 
sal, efficient goodness, and show that by striving 
against their most plain and obvious sense, thous- 
ands of professing christians bring on themselves 
the gloom of despair. Truly did Jonah say, be- 
ing taught by his striving with his Maker, “They 
that observe lying vanities forsake their own mer- 
c 7. 
Will any inquire where we shall find the woe, 
which our text denounces on those who strive 
with their Maker ? We shall alwoys find it where 
we find the strife. Look into that miserable fam- 
ily, where discord and strife rage, and you wit- 
ness a scene of woe which language would fail to 
describe.—Look again where neighbors live in 
strife, and you see the woe in all its horrors. 
Examine all the haunts of vice in the land, where 
strife against our Maker’s law constantly rages, 
and you see the woe consuming the strength of 
youth, debasing’ our nature, and rendering des- 
olate the fondest hopes which the heart of man 
delights to cherish. {magination has nothing to 
do inthis case. Nor does our subject embrace 
the fables which craft has invented of another 
world. All we have said is solemn reality, and 
its"truth is confirmed by universal experience.— 
AMEN- 





ORDINATION. 

On Wednesday, Dec. 28. Rev. O. Whiston, 
late of New York City, was ordained to the pas- 
toral office over the Universalist Society in Os- 
wego, N. ¥. Sermon by Rev. P. Morse of Wa- 
tertown; Introductory prayer, and Right Hand 
of Fellowship by Rev. A. By Grosh of Utica, and 
Ordainirig prayer, by Rev. 8. R. Smith of Clin- 
ton. Though the snow was “about six feet in 
depth,” and consequently the travelling bad, a 
large congregation was assembled. 





We are happy to mention the “New Orleans 
Free Press,” as a paper of a decidedly bold and 
liberal character. ‘We venture to suggest to the 
editor of that journal, whether he might not be 
instrumental of much good, in devoting a por- 
tion of his paper to the subject of morality, and 
to exposing the anti-republican schemes of the 
dominant sects. Trumpet. 
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The following should have preceded the “ funeral ser- 
vices,” published in our last. In reading the proof sheet, 
it did not eccur to us that the death of Br. Bassett had 
not been noticed in any previous number. 

DREADFUL DEATH. 

“A more melancholy instance of suicide pro- 
bably never occurred in this region, than that 
which is now our painful daty to record. The 
Rey. Alfred V. Bassett, Pastor of the Universal- 
ist Society in this town, committed suicide on 
Monday night last, by cutting his throat with a 
razor! The following particulars, as we learn 
from a friend of the deceased, are substantially 
correct. Mr. Bassett had been unwell several 
days with the prevailing influenza, and com- 
plained ofa pain in his head, from which it is 
supposed that a fever on his brain produced that! 
derangement of mind which caused him to com- 
mit the fatal deed.—After retiring on Monday 
night, he arose and extinguished the light, which 
had been left burning in consequence of his ill- 
ness The individual who lodged with him, 
about 11 v’cluck, being aroused by the struggles 
and groans of the deceased, he hastened to alarm 
the family, and the poor man was found lying on 
the floor, struggling amid the agonies which thir- 
ty minutes after terminated. in death. It ap- 
peared that he had drawn the razor on both sides 
of the throat, cutting very deep re left side. 
Mr. Bassett was 25 years of AB si of At- 
kinson, N. H. and had been séttled in this town 
two years. He was a young man of respectable 
talents, and by his amiable manners and kind 
disposition, had won the esteem of many, who 
are now called to unite with his relatives and 
friends in mourning his untimely exit.” 

The following is a brief, though just deserip- 
tion of the amiable character of the deceased. 
[t is extracted from the Lowell Mercury :— 


Trumpet. 


“Mr. Bassett resided in the family of the edi- 
tor of this paper over a year, anda more amiable 
and upright person he never saw. It is but jus- 
tice to say, that there was not one bad trait in 
the character of this excellent young man. We 
do not believe that he had even a single enemy, 
in the whole circle of his acquaintance. Honest, 
honorable, unsuspecting and confiding in regard 
to others, he neither thought of deceiving nor of 
being deceived. He was the youngest of a large 
family of brothers and sisters; and from that 
circumstance, and possessing a slender constitu- 
tion, and enjoying but a poor state of health, he 
was decidedly the favorite of the whole family. 
Having been tenderly and affectionately dealt 
with from his childhood, we often told him that 
he was not well prepared to encounter the hy- 
pocrisy and intrigue, he would be likely to meet 
with on every public road, and in every seques- 
tered lane he might traverse afier leaving the 
circle of those who loved him, and had no mo- 
tives of interest or ambition to deceive. Still he 
could not be prevailed upon to view the world as 
it was. He viewedit as he wished it, and as it 
shou'd be rather than as it is. His vi€ws of it 
were rather Utopian than real. We believe this 
last remark to be true in regard to every fair 
minded generous young many; but not to the 
same extent. 

He was so perfectly honest and sincere in.all 
that he said and did, that he never uttered a syl- 
lable on any subject but with the most scrupulous 
regard to truth, not even in the most familiar so- 
cial intercourse, by way of a joke. In fact he 
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never uttered a joke, on any occasion; and if he 


either preserve a complete silence, or reason on 
ils umpropriety. 

He enjoyed the benefit of a good academic 
education and studious habits; but was kept from 


entering pursuing his studies at college on 
account a of his health. 
About fout y@ars since he began to prepare for 


the ministry ; “and about, eighteen months since 
ne was ordained over the suciety with whom he 
commenced, and closed his pastrol duties. 

His religious opinions were the result of in- 
vestigation. Charitable, just and friendly to- 
wards those who differed fiom him, he secured 
their friendship and good will. Is it not then a 
melancholy ght that one so amiable, so up- 
right, so bel by all who knew him, one of the 
few who had a large circle of friends, without an 
enemy, should die so young—and by his own 
hand! Yef¥such is the fact. He committed 
suicide. Of the circumstances that led to this 
painful result we are not yet apprised. From 
what we knew of him, however, we have little 
doubt that it was from some sudden and alto- 
gether unlooked for abberration of reason that 
left his mind a wreck, and led to the sad deed of 
self immolation. 

He had been very unwell for several weeks 
previous to his melancholy exit. Owing to the 
bad state of his health, a young man of his ac- 
quaintance slept with him, and kept a lamp burn- 
ing that he might afford him any aid he might 
need. 

About 11 o’clock on Monday night, while the 
young man wasaasleep, he rose suddenly from 
his bed and committed the deed, that proved fa- 
tal in the course of the next hour. A doctor was 
called in, but alas, there was no help. From 
these circumstances it would appear to have been 
the impulse of the moment. 

He has left one to whom he would probably 
have been united in a few months as a bosom 
companion, and numerous other relatives and 
friends to mourn his untimely death. 

When we take into consideration the deep and 
imperishable love of life that exists in the bosom 
of every human being, and then reflect upon the 
extreme and hopeless agony necessary to over- 
come it, whether it be the result of religious des- 
pair, of disappointed affection, or the loss of 
friends, or a sudden change from affluence to 
extreme poverty, the humane emotions of pity 
and sorrow for the unfortunate, struggle for the 
ascendancy in the bosoms of the kind and the 
good. How ardently do friends under these 
melancholy circumstances wish that the secret 
of the fatal intention had found its way to them 
in time to have afforded an opportunity to bind 
up the broken heart, and stay the hand of despair, 
by restoring in the afflicted bosom, the mild sway 
of reason and religion. 

We cannot refrain from closing this obituary 
notice with a few lines of that excellent poet and 
man, Thomas Campbell—* On the grave of a 
suicide,” and from “The pleasures of Hope.” 

“Ah! once [we know] the social passions glowed 

In thy devoted bosom—and the hand 

That smote its kindred heart, might yet be prone 

To deeds of mercy. Who may understand 


Thy many woes, poor suicide, unknown? 
He who thy being gave, shall judge of these alone.” 
+ + ‘* * * * * | 


«‘Mild be the doom of Heaven—as thou wast mild! 
For oh! thy heart in holy mould was cast. 
And all thy deeds were blameless but the last.” 





From the Sentinel and Star in the West. 
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was innocently made the subject of one, he would {appear to claim a great d 





Messrs. Eprrors—As the distribution of tracts 





employ much of the time of many of our citizens, 
both male and female, [ have thought proper to, 
engage in that laudable work, and lighten thei; 
labor as much as possible, not doubting but I shall 
come in for a share of the “greatreward.” Asa 
proof of my sincerity, permit me to present you 
the first fruit of my labor: TI cannot promise 
you a continuence, butin lieu thereof, I promise 
you my own opinion of the first subject of this 
little pamphlet. SCEPTIC, 

The Rev. Alexander Campbell,s remarks on the 
Sabbath. 

{7 [Mr. Campbell is the gentleman who hada con- 
troversy with’Mr. Robert Owen, in Cincinnati, in 1829, 
and is an orthodox preacher, in Virginia.] 

The subject of our present address is the sab- 
bath and the Lord’s day. Either christians are 
bound to observe the sabbath, or they are not. 
If they are, Jet us see what the nature of that ob- 
servance is, which was prescribed for the sabbath 
day. The law reads thus, “Remember the sab. 
bath day to keep itholy. Six days shalt thou la- 
bor and do atu thy work: the seventh day is the 
sabbath of the Lord thy God; in it, thou shalt 
NOT DO ANY WoRK, thou nor thy son, nar thy 
daughter, nor thy mau servant, nor thy maid 
servant, nor thy cattle, nor the stranger that is 
within thy gates. For in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, the sea and all that in them is. 
and rested on the sabbath day and hallowed it.” 
You will observe that, in this command, God 
positively prohibits all manner of work or labor, 
onthisday. Son, daughter, servant, cattle, stran- 
ger, are combined to be exempted from all man- 
ner of work, In examining the particular pre- 
cepts orginating from this law, recorded in the 
Old Testament, we find the fotlowing specifica- 
tions. 

1. “Ye shall kindle no fires throughout your 
habitations on the sabbath.” Ex. xxxv. 3. 

1]. ‘Abide ye every man in his place, (house 
or tent }let no man go out of this place,(house or 
tent ) onthe sabbath day.” Ex. xvi. 29. 

111. “He giveth you on the sixth day the 
bread oftwodays. Bake that which ye will bake 
thts day ; and seethe that ye will seethe, and that 
which remaineth over, lay up for you to be kept 
untilthe morning.” Ex. xvi 29, 23. 

1V. “Bear no burden on the sabbath day, nor 
bring it into the gates of Jerusalem ; neither car 
ry forth a burden out of your house on the sab- 
bath day.” Jer. xvii. 21, 22. 

V. “Not doing thine own ways, nor finding 
thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own 
words.” Is. Ixii. 13. 

VI. “From evening unto evening shall yeu 
celebrate your sabbaths.” Ley. xxxii. 23. 

VII. “Whosoever doeth any work on the 
sabbath day shall surely be put to death. Ey- 
ery one that defileth it shall be put to death.” 
Ex. xxxi. 14, 15. 

‘And while the children of Israel were in the 
wilderness, they found a man that gathered sticks 
upon the sabbath day. And they that found 
him gathering sticks,brought him unto Moses and 
Aaron, and unto all the congregation. And they 
put him in ward, because it was not declared 
what should be done to him. And the Lord said 
unto Moses, the man shall surely be put to death ; 
all the cungregation shall stone him with stones 
without the camp.—And all the congieeniee 
brought him without the camp, and stoned him 
with stones and he died; asthe Lord comman- 
ded Moses.” Num. 32. 

The above items are a few of many that migit 





eal of attention, andi i> 
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be selected out of the Old ‘Testament on this 
subject. We believe them to be a fair specimen 
of the law, given by Moses, as explained and 
enforced upon the nation of Israel. 

Now the question is, are we under this law ? if 





by whom? No man éan tell. No, it never was! refuse to give evidence.” trom a communica- 
changed; nor could it be, unless ¢reation was to) tion of the 2d inst. we extract the following. 
be gone through again, for the reason assigned | ‘ ¥. 
must be changed, before the observance, or re-| *As I suggested to you in my last, Twas called 
spect to the reason, can be hanged !! It’s all| before our Court as a witness, on Wednesday of 
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a we are, we pay little or no respect unto it. For | old wives’ fables to talk of the change of (he sab-| the 2d week in December. I stated to the Court. 
u who is there that does not habitually violate the | bath, fromthe seventh to the first day. If it be| that, called uponas | was, I felt myself under 
e rest enjoined on this day.?. Those who make the | changed, it was that august personage changed! some embarrasment ; but that I had ever taken 
e 


most ado about sabbath breakers, are themselves, 
according to the above law, worthy of death. 
They kindle fire in their houses. They go’ out 
, of their houses and travel with their cattle miles. 

Their Sons and their daughters do some kind of 
, work ; they bring in burdens of water, wood, and 
), prepare food. They celebrate it not from eve- 
ning to evening, but from morning to evening 
they violate it. They speak their own words, 


it, who changes times and laws ex-officio: I think ithe Bible as “‘the man of my counsel,” and that 
his name is DOCTOR ANTI-CHRIST. ‘taught me nottodeny my Lord and Master— 
jand { must therefore confess that | was a Uni- 


The comn.ittee in the Massachusetts Legisla- | versalist most emphatically such—that I had been 
ture to whom were referred the various petitions | 59 37 years, ever since the age of 20; and that. 
on the third article of the Bill of rights have | asthe older I grew, and the more I studied my 
made the following | Bible, the stronger I grew in the belief, ifto con- 

REPORT: | frmation strong, any thing could be added. | 
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and do many things worthy of death. Why then 
is not the penalty enforced? Assuredly their 
observance of this law is mere mockery. It is 
an insult on the lawgiver ? 

We know that some of the clergy have given, 
if not sold them indulgence to violate it. ‘They 
have told them certain “works of necessity and 
mercy” are allowed. But who told them so? 
They tell them they may prepare food, bring in 
fuel and water. But God forbad- those under 
hislawto doso. So far was he from counten- 
ancing such “works of necessity,” that he wrought 
three miracles to prevent the necessity of doing 
a “work of necessity.” He sent two day’s por- 
tion of manna from heaven the sixth day—he sent 
none on the seventh—he preserved that gather- 
ed on the sixth from putrefaction untill the close 
of the seventh ; all of which were special mira- 
cles, for the space of forty years. Ifhe wrought 
three miracles, te prevent an Isralite from cros- 
sing his threshold to gather up a little manna for 
his daily food, how dare any give a dispensation, 
in his name, todo that which is tenfold more la- 
borious 7! ! 

Because the Saviour of this world put to silence 
those who accused him of breaking the sabbath, 
by appealing to their conduct in relieving am- 
mals in distress, the doctrine of “work of neces- 
sity and mercy,” has been represented as of Di- 
vine origin. What a perversion ? 
tum ad hominem converted into a general maxim ! ! 
But such a perversion shows consumate inatten- 
tion to the laws of Israel. While Israel kept 
the law there never would occur an opportunity 
for a work of necessity or of mercy, such as these 
law-givers tolerate. For while they kept the 
law—they should be blessed in their baskets, 
fields, houses, children, flocks, herds. No house 
would take fire ; no ox would fall into apit, &c. 
And if they transgressed the law, they should be 
cursed in all these respects, and no toleration 
ofa violation ofthe law was granted, as a means 
of mitigating the curse. 

Again let me ask, was there ever a law pub- 
lished relaxing that rigid observance of rest en- 
joined upon the sabbath ? 
lished, saying, you must , or you may observe 
the sabbath with less care, with less respect, you 
may now speak your own words, kindle fire in 
your houses, and prepare victuals, &c. I say, 
was there ever such a law published? No, In- 
deed. Either the law remains in all its force, to 
the utmost extent of its literal requirements, or it 
1s passed away with the Jewish ceremonies. If 
it yet exists, let us observe it according to the law. 
And if it does not exist, let.us abandon a mock 
observance of another day for it. 

But sav some, “‘it was changed from the sev- 


An argumen- | 


Was there a law pub- 








enth to the first day.” Where? When? And 


cation of piety, religion and morality, promote 
the happiness and prosperity ofa people, and the 
security of a republican government, therefore, 
the several religious societies of this Common- 
wealth, whether corporate or unincorporate, shall 
now and all times hereafter have the right, at 
any meeting legally warned and held for the pur- 
pose, to elect their pastors or religious teachers 
and contract with them for their support, to raise 
money for erecting and repairing houses of pub- 
lic worship, for the maintenance of religious in- 
struction, and for other necessary expenses, by a 
tax on their members only. : 

And all persons who now belong to any reli- 
gious society, or who may hereafter voluntarily 
connect themselves therewith, shall be taken and 
held to be members, until they shall leave with 
the Clerk of such society a written notice of their 
wish to withdraw ; after which they shall not be 
liable for any expenses which may accrue, or 
any grant which may be made by said society. 

And all religious sects and denominations, de- 
meaning themselves peaceably and as good citi- 
zens of the Commonwealth, shall enjoy equal 
privileges, shall be equa'ly under the protection 
of the law, and no subordination of any one sect 
or denomination to another, shall ever be estab- 
lished by law.” 

THINGS AS THEY SHOULD BE. 

We have received two or three: private commu- 
nications, from a highly respected friend in Penn- 
sylvania, on a subject in. which ourselves and 
friends, as a denomination, are deeply interested; 
and indeed all liberal minded men ; for once es- 
tablish this principle of rejection in regard to 
ourselves, and others would soon be compelled 
in like manner, to “bow the knee to Baal.” 
Though we are not authorized, we venture to 
present our readers with some extracts from these 
letters, with the hope that others may be enduced 
to follow the example. Let us not be misunder- 


Law, but when one Universalist is rejected in con- 
sequence of his religious principles, we really 
lcun see no propriety or justice in compelling an- 
other one, of like standing, to take an oath and 
testify, particularly before the same Court ; and 
in his refusal, we should think ke would be sus-! 
tained by every principle of right. For one, we | 
should have no opinion of being the mere puppct | 
in the hand of such an accommodating Court. 
In a communication of Nov. 28th, our friend ob- 
serves: “At the last Court of Common Pleas 
held in this country, a_Universalist, Lawyer, a 
very respectable man, was offered as a witness 
and rejected by the Court**** J expect, at 
our next Court, to be called on as a witness; 


stood. We areno advocates for the violation of 





and if so, I shall confess my religious belief, and 


“As the public worship of God, and the incul-| Stated to the Court, that I considered my civil 


privileges unjustly taken from me—I was virtu- 


lally disfranchised—and that I would never take 


an oath as a witness before that Court, till they 
revoked their late decision. I was not objected 
to by the opposite party against whom my tes- 
timony must have had a bearing, and the law- 
yer who wanted my testimony, observed,» “that 
the Court would compel me to testify.” I deni- 
ed their right,to.do it. They could not compel 









me TO Vi E THEIR OWN LAW, and 
should they” such a thing, they could not 
effect thei They might send me to jail 


or to never would take an oath in 
that 3, without a restoration of 
my ich I had been deprived. 


an to grow warm, and lest 
re so, and commit some overt 
act, 1 took my hat and walked out of the Court 
house—believing that 1 had done my duty.” 
Christian Messenger. 
DIALOGUE BETWEEN A UNIVERSALIST 
AND REVIVALIST. 

Revivalist.—1 am told that you universalians 
are enemies to heartfelt religion—if so you are 
to be pitied. 

Universalist.—It is true, we are enemies to 
what some call religion, but we are friends to 





| that religion which 1s pure and undefiled in the 


sight of God. 

R. Ab! I believe you Universalists have St. 
Jame’s religion, if that may be called religion-: 
but you have no experimental religion. 

U. What do.you mean by experimental relig- 
ion ? 

R. Poor soul, I'see that you know nothing a- 
bout it or you would not ask the question. 

U. Well, as you see I am ignorant of the ma - 
ter, you should give me some informatiou on the 
subject ; I suppose you have experienced religion. 

R. Yes bless the Lord, I hope | have; and 
my prayer to God, is, that you may come to ex- 
perience the same. 

U. Will you be so good as to inform me how 
you come to experience religion, that I may 
know how to come at it ? 

R. Well to be short and plain on the subject, | 
was brought under strong conviction by the Rey. 
Mr. B.——I saw myself the worst ainner in the 
world; and coneluded I had sinned away my day 
of grace, and that there was no mercy for me. I 
hada clear discovery of the justice of God, in 
sending me to hell, which sunk me inte «dark 
despair, and I went mourniug many days, ynder 
animpression that God was my enemy, and could 
not be just in saving me f-om hell. 

U. Well was this all the religion vou experi- 
enced? 

R. No, bless the Lord, I was brought into the 
glorious light of the gospel, and saw the goodness 


+ 





of God in saving poor sinners— I experienced the 
forgiving grace of God, and became sensible of 
his mercy and forgiving love to the vilest sinner 
on earth: ina word, I saw that God was love. 

U. Well, but you must have been mistaken 
in supposing your day of grace was passed, as 
you afterwards experienced the grace of God. 

&. Ah, that was all a delusion of the devil. 


. Well then, as that delusion was the cause) _ 


of your great trouble, you must admit, that one 
half of your religion was a delusion. 

R. What I experienced of the goodness of 
(rod, was no delusion. 

Ut. I admit it—but it is no more than univer- 





salists experience every day ; so I find we experi- 
ence all your religion, only what you admit to be 
« delusion of the devil, this delusion we do not 


wish to experience —and God forbid we: ever | 
should.—Star in the West. 
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MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS. 
Br. D. Coorer, from W each at the 
Court House in this village, next Sabbath, {to-morrow. ) 


Br. W. Skinner will preach at the House i in 
this village on the 2d Sabbath in February. ~ 
Br. E. GarFie£Lp will preach at Randolph Centre to- 
morrow, and at Tunbridge on the th following. 
Br. Bex. will preach at Stock 
to-morrow. 
8r. BARTLETT will preach at Bethel to-morrow. 
.) Br. Paverre Mace will preach at Andover, N. H. to- 
' morrow, and the Sabbath following, and at Bridgewater on 
the 3d Sabbath. 














LETTER FROM E. SMITH, ESQUIRE. 
We have been fanored with the privilege of paying 


postage on a letter from E. Smith, Esq. of Heath, Mass. 

it came too late to be 12 1-2 cents advantage to us, as we 

have already received the necessary information from an- | 
ether source. If, however, our readers can be benefited 

this much by its perusal, we have no disposition to de. 

prive them the privilege of reading the letter, we 

therefore publish it 
the biography of E. Smith, as contained in an article in 
vur last, may enquire of these gentlemen to whom Mr. S. 
has referred us. We are satisfied, and shall not there- 
fore trouble ourseWes with any further enquiries. We 
wish, notwithstanding, to do Mr. S. “justice,” and shall 
forward this paper to the gentlemen named by him, and 
if they are disposed to give us any additional information 
respecting the *squire, which will be of any advantage 
to him, or the public, our colums are open for such com- 
munications. We are happy to learn from Mr. 8, that 
he has “confidence” in the “fidelity, truth, and honor” 
of our ministering brethren, mentioned in his ietter.— 
We have the same confidence in them, and can rely on 
what they may say respecting him. No doubt they once 
knew Mr. 8., and from his profession they judged he 
was an Universalist. As it regards his political maneu- 
vering, it would not be strange if they were ignorant.— 
Others, no doubt, have had better opportunities for know- 
ing about this than either of these gentlemen, From 
what information we have collected, we have inferred 
that Mr. S. is one of those who are aptly represented by 
the Saviour in a parable recorded in Matt. xiii. There 
we four classes of people spoken ot in this parable, and 
we have reasons for believing that Mr. S. is represented 
by one or more of the first three. First. ‘* When any 
»ne heareth the word ef the Kingdom and understandeth 
it not, then cometh the wicked one and catcheth away 
that which is sown in his heart. This is he which re- 
ceived seed by the way side.” Second. “But he that 
receiveth the seed into strong places, the same is he that 


>| Now, Sir, I will suggest to you that if itis necessary you 


Any one who is not satisfied with | 





heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; yet 
hath he not root in himself, but dureth for awhile; for 
when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the 
word, by and by he is offended.”. Third. ‘* He also 
that receiveth seed among thorns, is he that heareth 
the word, and the care of this world, and the deceitful- 
ness of riches, choke the word and he becometh unfruit- 
ful.” Mr. S. may never have understood * the word of 
the kingdom.” Or, 2d, he might have received it with 
joy, but having no root in himself, he dured but for a 
while, in consequence, or through fear of persecution. 
Or, 3d, the care of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, 
or an extreme thirst for office, and a desire to be called 
Rabbi,” or Esquire, may have choked the word, and he 
has become unfruitful. We leave it for others acquaint- 
ed with the incidents in the life of Mr. S. to decide 
which of these worldly considerations have had the imost 
influence over him. 


Heath, Jan. 16, 1832. 

Sir,—A few days since a piece in one of the numbers 
of your paper was read to me, in which my name was 
mentioned, and in which you request your subscibers in 
Whitingham toinform you of whatever they know con- 
cerning the said Epbraim Smith. Now, Sir, it appear, 
to me uncandid and unfair for you to go into an examin. 
ation of my character in this way, for your subscribers 
in W. may be prejudiced against me, and paint my char- 
acter to you in too black colors. Andon the other hand 
they possibly might be my particular friends and repre- 
sent it to you ina too favorable light. Thus you see if the 
cause of truth requires this investigation, their object 
might not be obtained by the mode you have adopted.— 


should know any thing concerning me, you ought in jus- 
tice to enquire of those persons with whom you are ac- 
quainted, and whose fidelity to truth and honor, you can 
with confidence rely. For this purpose, I will refer 
you to the Rev. Hosea Ballou, of Boston, and Rev. Ho- 

sea Ballou, 2d, of Roxbury, with whom I presume you 
are personally acquainted, and on whose descriptions you 
can depend—or to Hubbard H. Winchester, of Marlbo- 
ro,’ who has been and I believe still is in fellowship with 
the ministers of your Convention—or to Asa Ballou, Esq. 

of Hallitax, father of Hosea Ballou, 2d. These are all con- 
firmed Universalists, and I have had no intercourse with 
any of them since the change in my religious views—or 
the Hon. John Roberts, of Whitingham, one of the 
Judges of Windham C. Court, whose reputation as to 
candor and integrity can by no means be impeached, and 
who is well known in the County of Windham, and ex- 
tensively so in the State; or to Horace Roberts, Esq. 

Post-Master in Whitingham ; these are both Universal- 

ists. It is but fair, however, to say that with the last I 
have frequently had conversations on the subject, and 
that lately; bat with the rest of the persons named, I have 
had none. You, Sir, are perfectly at liberty to obtain a 
description of any thing concerning me from either or all 
of the above mentioned gentlemen, and make it as pub- 
lic as all the Universalist papers, printed in the U.S. can 
make it. 

I believe, Sir, you will see that the course you have 
adopted is but placing spies around me, or inviting those 
of my townsmen with whom I may have had little diffi- 
culties, or who may not feel perfectly friendly to me to 
send their complaints to you. But if the religion you 
profess to believe, and which I have recently renounced 
leads to such a proceeding, [ shall by no means have 
cause to regret the course my mind has taken. 


Yours Respecttully, EPHRAIM SMITH. 


NEW MAP OF THE U. STATES. 

We would take the liberty of calling the attention of 
the Public to a work now in contemplation—a reference 
Map of the United States, to be published by. Mr. S. A. 
MitcHe tut, of Philadelphia. Every town and import- 
ant village in the Union, will be designated on the Map, 
and such information in relation to the places designated 
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population of each town and important village’ from the 
census of 1830, will be given, and its distance to its own 
capital, and that of the United States. 
not less than 5 feet by 6, and larger if found necessary. 
From the specimens of Mr. Mitchell’s Map now before 
the public, we have no doubt that the contemplated work 
will recommend itself to the public. There is no better 
means of acquiring information relative to the geography 
of the United States, than by refering to correct and welF 
executed Maps. ‘Those who are ignorant of the geogra- 
phy of America must be without an excuse after such 
means of information are within their reach. Every 
schoo! ought to be furnished with a Map of this descrip- 


his finger on every State, County, and Town, in the Un- 
ion. This would be of more advantage to the youth than 
by teaching them the old fashioned catechism, or placing 
in their hands a worthless Tract, contaming a heterogen- 
ous mass of falsehood and nonsense. 

Mr. Pierce, the Agent for the above, has with him 
other well executed Maps of New York, and of the Val- 
ley of Connecticut River, published by himself,and drawn 
by Mr. Mitchell, which, for elegance, information and 
cheapness, have a just claim on the patronage of a liberal 
and enlightened public. ([> See chin ren 





The following is the confession of faith written by a’ 
young lady in Lowell, Mass. The Church of which 


from its creeds and platforms Wishing to know her re- 
ligious views, she presented them on paper, which in 
sight of the Church was heresy; she was accordingly ex- 
communicated. 

1. I believe that ‘there is but one God, the 
Creator, Preserver, and Moral Governor of the’ 
Universe ; « being of infinite power, knowledge, 
wisdom, justice, goodness and truth, the self-ex- 
istent, independent, and immutable Fountain of 
all good.” 

2. [believe that ‘the scriptures of the Old 
and New Testament are a revelation from God; 
that they are ‘profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, and for instruction in righteous- 
ness ;’ 2 Tim: iii. 16, and that ‘they are the only 
rule of doctrinal belief aud religious practice.’ 

3. I believe that God rewards the righteous, 
and punishes the wicked; that ‘he that doeth 
wrong shall receive for the wrong which he do- 
eth, and there is no respect of persons; ;’ that ‘the 
way of the transgressor is hard ;’ that ‘God will 
by no means clear the guilty ;’ that ‘the righte- 
ousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and 
and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon 
him;’ and that ‘the ‘righteous shall be recom- 
penced in the earth, much more the wicked and 
the sinner.’ 

4. [believe in the mission of Jesus Christ ; that 
‘the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world ;’ 1 John iv. 14; that ‘he is the propitia- 
tion for our sins; and not for ours only, but for 
the sis of the whole world.’ 1 John ii. 2. 

5. I believe that God ‘will have all men to be 
saved, and come to’the knowledge of the truth ; 
for there is one God, and one mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave 
himself a ransom for all to be testified in due 
time,’. 1 Tim ii. 4. 

6. I believe that ‘the ransomed of the Lord 
shall return, and come to Zion with songs, and 
everlasting joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away.’ 

7. I believe that ‘God is not willing that. any 
should | perish, but that all should come to repen-» 
tance.’ 2Peteriii.9. ‘Heis one mind and who 
can turn him? and what his soul desireth, even 





as the nature of such a work would demand. It is to be 


that he doeth.’ Job xxiii: 13. 
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® [ believe that ‘God so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should uot perish, but have ever- 
lasting life; for God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but that the world 
through him might be saved.’ St.John iii. 16-17 

9%. I beheve ‘the Father loveth the Son, and 
hath given all things into his hands.’ St. John 
iii.35 ; that thou, O Lord, ‘hast given him power 
over all flesh,that he should give eternal live to as 
many as thou hast given him.’ St. John xvii. 2; 
and that Christ saith, ‘All things are delivered un- 
to me of my Father.’ St. Mat. xi. 27; and that he 
also saith, ‘All that the Father giveth me shall 
come to me; and him that cometh to me, I will 
in n> wise castout.’? St. John vi. 37. 
[ be lifted up from the earth will draw all men 
unto me.’ St. John xii. 32. 

10. L believe that ‘Christ shall see of the trav- 
all of his soul and be satisfied.’ Isaiah liii. 3. 

11. I believe ‘that God was in Christ reconcile- 
ing the world to himself.’ 2 Corinthians v. 19. 

12. I believe that ‘God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us., Rom.v: & 

13. I believe that Christ partook of flesh and 
blood, ‘that through death he might destrey him 
that had the power of death that is the devil.’ 
Heb. ii: 16; that ‘the Son of God was manifes- 
ted, that he might destroy the works of the devil.’ 
1 John iii: 8; and that ‘the Lamb of God taketh 
away the sins of the world.’ St. Johni: 29 

14. I believe that ‘As by the offence of one, 
judgment came upon-all men to condemnation ; 
even so by the righteousness of one, the free gift 
came upon all men unto justification of life ; that 
‘as by one man’s disobedience many were made 
sinners ; so by the obedience of one shall many 
be made righteous ;’ and that ‘where sin aboun- 
ded, grace did much more abound,’ Rom. v: 
18—20. 

15. [believe ‘thet as in Adam all die, even so 

‘in Christ shall all be made alive.’ 1 Cor. xv: 
®; that ‘if any man be in Christ, he isa new 
creature.’ 2 Cor, v: 17. 

16. I believe that God has ‘made known unto 
us the mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure, which he hath purposed in himself; 
that in the dispensation of the fullness of times, 
he might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are 
on earth ; even in him.’ Ephesians, i: 9, 10. 


17. 1 believe that ‘Allthe ends of the world! 
shall remember, and turn unto the Lord; and all | 


kindreds.of the nations shall worship before him.’ 
Ps, xxii. 27, and ‘Unto thee shall all flesh come.’ 
Ps. Ixv: 12. 

I8. I believe that ‘the Lord is good to all, and 
that his tender mercies are over all his works.’ 
Ps. exlv: 9; that ‘the Lord is good ; for his mer- 
cy endureth forever.’ Ps. evi. 1. 

19. I believe that ‘all nations whom thou hast 
wade shall come and worship before thee O 
Lord ; and shall glorify thy name.’ Ixxxvi. 9. 

20. I believe that God hath said by his proph- 
ets, ‘I will not contend forever, neither will I be 
always wroth; for the spirit should fail before me, 
and the souls which I have made.’ Isa. lvii. 16, 
that ‘the Lord will not cast off forever ; but though 
ne cause grief, yet will he have compassion ac- 
cording to the multitude of his tender mercies.’ 
Sam. iii. 31, 32. 

21. I believe in the promise which God made 
o Abraham, and confirmed it by an oath saying, 
‘ln thy seed shall all the nations of the earth.be 


‘And I, if 


sware unto Abraham thy father ; in thy seed shall 
all the nations of the earth be blessed.’ Gen. 
xxvi 3, 4, and which he confirmed to Jacob say- 
ing, ‘In thy seed shall all the families of the earth 
be blessed.’ xxviii. 19. 

22. I believe that thou, O Lord, ‘wilt perform 
the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, 
which thou hast sworn‘unto thy fathers from the 
days of old.’ Micah. vii. 20. 

23. I believe tliat ‘all the promises of God in 
him (Christ) are yea, and in him, amen, unto the 
glory of God by us.’ 2 Corinthians, i, 20. 

24. [ believe that God hath said, ‘Look unto 
me and be ye saved all the ends of the earth ; for 
I am God, and there is noneelse. 1 have sworn 
by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in 
righteousness, and shall not return, that unto me 
every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear, 
surely shall one say in the Lord have I righteous- 
ness and strength.’ Isa. xiv. 22—24. 

25. I believe that God hath highly exalted 
Christ, ‘and given hima name which is above 
every name; that at the name of Jesus every 
knee shall bow, of things in heaven, and things 
in earth, and things under the earth; and that 
every tongue should confess, that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.’ Phil. ii, 
9—I11. 

26. I believe in the final ‘restitution of all 
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth 
of all his holy prophets since the world began.’ 
Acts, iii. 21. 

27. I believe that ‘God hath concluded them 
allin unbelief, that he might have merey upon 





jal.” Rom, xi. 32. and that ‘the gift of God is 
‘eternal life, through our Lord Jesus Christ.’ 


Rom. vi. 23. 

28. Thelieve ‘that blindness in part is hap- 
; pened to Israel, untill the fulness of the Gentiles 
|be come in; andso all Israel shall be saved.’ 
Rom. vi. 25, 26. 

29. Ihelieve that ‘the Lord God will wipe 
away tears from all faces.’ Isa. xxv. 8. that 
| ‘there shall be no more sorrow nor crying.’ Rey. 
| xxi. 4. that ‘death the last enemy, shall be de- 
istroyed.’ 1 Cor. xv. 27. together with the devil 
land his works. Heb. ii. 14. 1. John iii. 8. 
| 30. I believe that Christ ‘is able even to sub- 
due all things” unto himself.’ Phil. iii. 21; that 
| ‘when all things shall be subdued unto‘him, then 
Son also himself be subject unto him 
ithat did put all things under him, that God may 
jbe allin all.” 1 Cor. iv. 28 In believing the 
| promises of God, which are as sure as the oath 
of Jehovah, I rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full ot glory. 1 will put my tryst in the Lord 
forever: for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting 
|strength. I willgive thanks unto the Lord, for 
he is good ; for his mercy endureth furever. 

I will praise the Lord for his goodness, and 
for his wonderful works to the children of men. 
Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord. 
Praise ye the Lord. 

A Goon Pun.—One of those females, who 
perambulate the streets from morning to night, 
to deliver “light winged messengers,” to save 
immortal souls, presented herself at the door of 
a certain individual in this city, for the aforemen- 
tioned purpose. Perceiving the expression’ of 
contempt in the face of the individual to whom 
she presented the pamphlet, that she was no ve- 
ry welcome visitor, she observed, “I presume, sir, 


' 


shall the 


to Isaae saying, f will perform ‘the oath which I|door.” To which he replied, “by no means, 


—_ 





madam, leave as many tracts as you please, but 
let the heels of them be towards the door.” 

Faith without works is dead, it is like.a dead 
tree that bears no fruit. Works are the fruit of 
faith ; and that faith which does not prompt to 
action, is a dead fruit. But there is even a 
worse faith than a dead one—we mean a faith 
that produces impure works. It is not like a 
dead tree, but like a tree that bears poisonous fruit. 
Of this kind are the doctrines of wrath and ven- 
geance, that fill men with their own spirit, and 
prompt them to kindred actions. 
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A NEW REFERENCE AND DISTANCE 
MAP OF THE UNITED STATES. 


BY SAMUEL AUGUSTUS MITCHELL, 
Of Philadelphia. 


{Rae subscriber proposes publishing a General Map of 
the United States, accompanied with an kndex, by 
the aid of which reference can be had to the States, Coun- 
ties, Towns, Rivers and places with great facility and 
celerity. Every town and important village found on the 
most correct and fullest State ns extant, will be desig- 
nated on the map, and every other information that the 
most abundant materials and the nature of such a work 
will admit. Itis believed that on a map of convenient 
size, the location of the towns generally may be given, 
and in case the extent of the work should require the ab- 
breviation of the names of some small and unimportant 
towns, yet by placing such abbreviations directly after 
the towns in the index, no difficulty can occur in diseay- 
ering the position of each town, however Lalnpesllll 
The index will contain the names of all the towns written 
in full, and alphabetically arranged in such a manner as 
to enable a child at a glance to ascertain the relative po- 
sition of each State, County and ‘Town in the Union. At- 
ter mentioning the State and County of each town, the 
population, trom the census of A.D. 1830, will be given, 
and also the distance of each town to its own capital, and 
the distance of each capital to the United States’ Capitol 
as given at Washington. The imcreasing wealth—the 
scientific improvements, and the general spirit of enter- 
prise manifested to disseminate information general}, 
throughout the Union, induces the publisher to believe 
that such a work is required, and will meet a general 
patronage from an enlightened community. 
CONDITIONS. 
The Map, exclusive of the Index, wil! not be over five 
feet by six feet nor less than five feet square, printed on 
fine thick paper, elegantly colored, lined with cloth, var- 
nished and mounted on roilers. The Map will be pub- 
lished in 1833, and delivered to subscribers as soon after 
publication as possible, at $10 per copy, payable on de- 
livery. 8. A. MITCRELL. 
Philadelphia, June, 1831. 


A BARGAIN. 
HE subscriber wishes to Let a JOB of Waggons, 
Gigs, Sulkies, Dangy Sleighs, &c. to make, to the 
amount of ONE OR TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS, for 
which a liberal price will be given. The pay will be 
Cattle, Horses, Store Pay, and CASH. 
(> If any one wishes for the JOB, please to call soon. 
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POETRY. 
PSO 
From the Expositor. 
GOD’S TEMPLE. 


“The heaven is my throne, and the earth my footstool ; 
where is the house that ye build unto me? and where is 
my rest?” Isaiah Ixvi, i. 


Tell me no more, that God is there 
Where pride and passion kneel, 
Where bigot wrath pours out in prayer 
Its fierce, untiring zeal ; 

The gaudy trappings of an hour, 

The cowl, the stole, the gown 

Have not, nor e’er can have, the power 
+o call God’s spirit down. 


His temple is the universe {— 

its pillars are the mountains ; 

And careless streams of music burst 

From earth, its woods and fountains ;— 

Its dome, the heavens, where starry worlds 
Proclaim his love and power, 

And light and lite, like spirit-birds 

On earth’s weak children shower. 


iis is the house not made with hands, 

Eternal in the skies ; 

His is the glorious crown that stands, 

Bright with etherial dyes ? 

There shall the saints be ever blest, 

in mansions pure and fair, 

There, shall his peace-robed children rest, 

And crowns of glory wear. 8. F.S. 











From the Gospel Anchor, 
- THE AGE WE LIVE IN. 


** Be not conformed to this world.”—Romans 
xii: 2. 

The word which in our translation is rendered 
world, should have invariably have been render- 
ed age. When we are admonished not to be 
conformed to this world, we must understand 
that we are net to adopt the manners of the age. 
We read _ that the fashions of this world passeth 
ayay—which evidently means that the fashions 
of the age change ; for the world or the material 
s¥stem, remains the same. 

The people of the world, or age, in which Christ 
and his Apostles lived, were distinguished in 


‘several particulars, from true disciples,, and 


which particulars we shall notiee. 

They were a praying people. We are not to 
understand by this, that they cultivated a spirit 
of prayer in their minds, but they ostentatiously 
made long and loud prayers in public, to make 
the world believe that they were very pious. In- 
stead of retiring from the gaze of the multitude 
to enjoy calm and holy communion with their 
Maker, they were found in the streets, markct- 
places and synagogues, and their devotions were 
accompanied with so much noise and vehemence, 
that people who judge by the outward appearance, 
might come to the conclusion that they were ve- 
ry holy, pious, godlike people. 

They were a proselyting people. What 
schemes were adopted in these days to make 
converts, we are not informed. The fact is 
merely stated, and itis left for us to ascertain 
the character of the proselytiag system. We 
have little doubt that we have advanced in this 
business, since the days of the Scribes and 
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Pharisees, but as the spirit is the same, ao doubt 
if those righteous people had lived in the pres- 
ent time, they would have been at the head of the 
“ Tract Society.” 

They were a Missionary people. ‘They com- 
passed sea and Jand.” ‘They were very anxious 
for the salvation of the “poor heathen;’’ and 
therefore they were always engaged in some 
plan to convert them. How great their success 
might have been, we are not informed; but we 
are not left in the dark, with respect to the hap- 
py effects on the character of the proselytes— 
they made them “twofold more the children of 
hell than themselves.” ‘Their system was secta- 
rian, and consequently their converts became the 
same bigotted, superstitious, self righteous peo- 
ple as themselves, while they added to their new 
follies the imperfections of their old creed. 

They were a money making people. In all 
their schemes in pilfering the pockets of the peo- 
ple, they covered the business over with the con- 
venient cloak of religion. “They devoured 
widow’s houses, and for a pretence made Jong 
prayers.” This was a cheap way to pay for 
property. If they visited the widow and father- 
less in their affliction, it was not for the purpose 
of administering to their necessities, but to take 
from them what little they might have remaining, 
and pay them in prayers. 

We shall not make an application of these re- 
marks. The most superficial observer may trace 
a likeness in what is passing in review before 
our eyes; and if people do not see these base 
impositions, it is because “they have eyes and 
see not, ears und hear not, neither with their 
hearts do they understand.” 


RELIGIOUS STATISTICS OF MAINE, 

A correspondent of the New York Observer 
furnishes the following statement cuncerning the 
various denominations in Maine. 

“The Baptists have 210 churches, 136 minis- 
ters, 22 licentiates, and near-15,000 communi- 
cants, inthis state: the congregationalists have 
156 churches, 109 pastors, and more than 10,- 
000 communicants; the Methodists 56 ministers 
and more than 13,000 members; the Free Will 
Baptists, about 50 congregations ; the Friends 
about 40 Societies ; the Unitarians, 12 societies 
and 8 ministers ; the Episcopalians, 4 ministers ; 
the Roman Catholics, 4 churches ; the New Jeru- 
salem church, 3 Societies ; and the Universalists, 
several congregations.” 

“And the Universalists, several congregations”! 
This writer could learn definitely respecting all 
other denominations, but the Universalists were 
scarce worth naming. A reason however may 
be found, why he could not give as much _ infor- 
mation relative to Universalists as other sects. 
The fact we believe is that there are about 50 
Universalist ministers in that state, we know not 
exactly, but think between 100 and 200 socie- 
ties, and probably more Universalists than any 
other denomination. This would have been a- 
larming intelligence to the readers of the Ob- 
server, and therefore the writer, out of mere 
charity, contrived to pass the subject as lightly 
as possible. s. 

AN HONEST PRAYER. 

Among the variety of curious papers of John 
Ward Esq. of Hackney, M. P. there was found 
a few days ago, a paper in his own hand writing 
which reads as follows. 

“Oh Lord thou knowest that I have nine hous- 
es in the city of London, and likewise that I 
have lately purchased an estate in fee-simple, in 




















—— ——— =a 
the county of Essex; I beseech thee to preserve 
the counties of Middlesex aud Essex from fire 
and earthquakes and as I have a mortgage in 
Hertfordshire, | beg of thee likewise to have ‘an 
eye of compassion on that county, and for the 
rest of the counties thou mayest deal with them 
as thou art pleased! Oh Lord, enable the bank 
to answer all their bills, and make all my debt- 
ors good men. Give a prosperous voyage and 
return to the Mermaid sloop, because | have in- 
sured it; and as thowhast said that the days of 
the wicked are but short, I trust in thee thou wilt 
not forget thy promise, as I have purchased an 
estate in reversion, which wilh be mine on the 
death of that most profligate young man, sir J 
—L—— Keep my friends from sinking, and 
preserve me from thieves and house breakers and 
make all my servants so honest and faithful, that 
they may attend to my interest and never cheat 
me out of my property night or day.” 








FROM GOV. LINCOLN’S MESSAGE, 
‘A Report on the subject of Insolvency and 


Imprisonment for Debt, with a Bill for the re- » 


lief of Insolvent Debtors, and the more equal 
distribution oftheir effects, prepared by an 
able and Jearned Commission instituted under 
the authority of the Government, was laid be- 
fore the Legislature of the last political year, 
These documents were published and distrib- 
uted among the members, and probably came 
within the observation of most of those whom’ 
I now have the honor to address. Owing to 
the short continuance of the session, no legis- 
lative action was then had upon them. The 
original papers doubtless remain on the files of 
the General Court, and I beg to be indulged 
in calling them, and the interesting subjects 
which they respect, to your present attention. 
It must surely be cause for deep regret, that, 
while the claims of a class of unfortunate dis- 
tressed Fellow Citizens to our strongest sym- 
pathies, have so long and justly been organized, 
no measures of adequate relief has been 
plied to their condition. The laws ofan earli 
and harsher age, in unmitigated severity, still” 
press upon them and,Creditors, yet harder than” 
the laws, hold them in fear of perpetual bon- 

dage. The misfortunes of men are, oft tim 

as far beyond the ken of human foresight, and 
without their control, as are the concussions 

of nature. The elements, disease, false trust 

in friends, public calamities, overwhelm with 

sudden ruin, and leave from the wreck of sub- 

stance no prospect but hopeless inability and 

the law’s poor mercy for unperformed engage- 

ments. Thousands there are, lost to their fam- 

ilies and to the community, through peril. of 
the infliction of punishment for poverty, who 

could they have been discharged in the adverse — 
times which befel them, starting with new en- 

terprise in these days of success and general 

prosperity, would have been restored to the 

enjoyment of competency and the usefulness of 

valuable Members of Society. It is this liabil- 

ity to imprisonment for debt, which drags the 

sinking man to the bottom, and holds him, with 

a millstone’s weight, from rising; Refinement 

of sentiment, Humanity, and Public Policy, 

alike demand, that this stern feature of ah an- 

cient code should be relaxed. It reproaches 

the Jurisprudence of modern times, casting the 

dark shadows of a barbarous age, when the 

living flesh and blood were ‘sold to servitude 

for the dues of money, over the noonday infla- 

ence of Christian philanthropy.” 
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